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"HEREAS Me. Rowland Hul, 75 . 
1 { in the ſame connection, have been pleaſed 
to charge me well what they think proper 
to call N ap ; and, by means of their unſup- 
ug accuſations, have, to my great aſtoniſhment and 
grief, [Judged me cenſutable upon that account ;— 


TP 
12 * "LL Ex 


f ul, as they aim to ſmite me only through the ſides 


of God's truth, I. beg leave to paſs· over in ſilence all 
the low private mutteririgs of ſych prejudiced angry 


wen, although invented and- pagated through town 


* 


and” country; to my manifeſt hurt, and to the re- 
proaching. of. the worthy nate of Jeſus whereby I am 
ealled ; or Whieb, I pray the Lord, for the ſake of 
whoſe Sole glory-1 in ſuffering. ſuck ungenteel, un- 
chriſtian uſage, that they may be forgiven ; Permit 
ne, with- meekneſs, and with fear before the Land, to 
ve an aceount to you, and to the world, of the faith 
and hope which are in me; and that particularly with 
reſpe& to the grand article, the afſurance of faith : 
rhich 1 do indeed hold and preach to be the peculiar 
privilege. and unalienable portion of all the ſaints of 
God, and that from the firſt moment of tlieir believing 
the goſpel, to the very finiſhing of their good confeſſion, 
in committing their bleſſed irt inks the hands of 
their faithful Creator, being all preſerved by the power 
of their own almigbty Father, who has had mercy upon 
them, through Faith unto eternal ſalvation. And for | 


*. ou this F alone, both my W and character are 
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called into s jon, Nasr under Ms 3 of ma · 


ny tongues: how juſtly, let the candid Judge, I do 


| . RE | "here; ß. "hor e gependenęe upon neser- failing grace, 


Pa üs one neither aſhamed of what I believe, nor afraid of - 


__ "the ſucceſs of that honourable cauſe for which I am 
| nme, however weak arid unworthy, called to contend, 
ol 


a 4. af me wt, 


e pYJd. 1 to, Gos, dach,! to 18 word of his 


F  - 'ſeffors, to be the ſubſtince of things hoped the 
evidence of things pot ſeen, Hebrews xi. 1. It is by 

faith therefore that we underſtand all we really know 

concerning God, his thoughts and his ways reſpeing 

—_ and all other perſons aud thin a. 

1 45 Forks is the gift; Gods Eph. ii, 
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"8 1 ta beſtow fue a precious I of his 
3 A 55 15 grace upon un. Faid ts a work of God's 


5 own operation, Col. its, 12. The good work which he 


J IO + in bis ſaints, be will carry on aud p perform + © 
1 we thy e the Lord Taba Cite Ples 6. Je 


ſus Obriſt is. ; the author and finiſher of faith, Heb. xi 
2. He dwells in the hearts of his pe#ple by faith, Eph. 
ii. 17. He is known in their hearts, the hope of glory, 
Col.1. 27. Know ye not your own ſelves, how that Jeſus 


4+: The faith i 18 One, 
of God, and cominon to them all as the one air they 
05 breathe, and the one light which they ſee, Tit. 1. 1, 4. 
8 Wes ſame and equally precious in them all, as in the 
1 | es themſelves, 2 Pet. i 1, 1. Let Paul ſpeak out 
. bimfelf and all his brethren in the faith which was 

2 * delivered to the ſaints, for which they muſt all 
contend, and fuffers He ſays, The life which I now live 


the grace of God, Gal. it. 2. 
'$» Path is God's o. peculiar aQ, a ig the 
trvth to our conſciences 3 Ike the ereation of the light, 


N in . N 20 the blind 1 in e 
þ | light: 
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2. Now divine faith is 3 by che Author and 
Finiſher thereof, as experience N20 all its b poſ - 
or, 


n either to or prafch its hen? yt 


Cbriſt is in you, except ye be reprobates ? 2 Cor. xii. 5, 
ph. ix. g. One in all the ele 


in the fleſh, 1 live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
lored me, and gave bimſelf for me ; 1 do not fruſtrate | 


to ſhine ; and of the eye, to ſee; ſo that men are as 
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Te fs C 
aun let Paul gabe if it be not ſo; God, wb eum 

manded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined 
fn our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
jrf'08. G9, 8. the ſage of Jelm Chriſt, 2 Gor, | 


1 If faith is deſcribed by the mae of repentance 
as a converſion} or change of mind from death to life ; 
then it is that granteth that repentance unto life, 
Ads l. 18. Jeſus is exalted to give repentance unto If 
rael, and the remiſſion of ins, 085 v. 31. It i God, ſay 
believers, who bath delivered us from the power of 
darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us into the kingdom of 
his dear. Son, Col. i. 13. Of his own will begat he us, 
with the ward of truth, James i i. 18, Being born again, 
not of corfuptible: feed; but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God which liveth and abideth for ever, 1 | Pet. 
i. 23s As many as received him, to them gave gave he 
4 power (pririlege) to become the ſons of even to 
them who believed on his name; who me een not 
of blood, Wen : 
of man, but of God, John i. 2. 5 
17. Thus by his grace he hath des Sh en, 
and not we ourſelves ; God hath made the difference: 
what we. are, and what we have, we have received: 
ſaved not by works. of. righteouſneſs. which we have 
done, but of his own 1 9 becauſe he would have 
mercy: not of works, leſt any man ſhould beaſt ; for 
ve are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto. | 
good works, which God hath before n that we 
uld walk in them, Eph. ii. 9g. 
8. Moreover, faith cometh- by. „ and that 
hearing by the word of God, Row.) x. 47. He that 
receiveth his teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal that God 
is true—He that believeth on the Son, bath everlaſt- 
ing "hy he that believeth not the Son, ſhall not fee 
e; but the wrath of God abideth on bim, John iii, 
6. If we receive the witneſs of men, the witneſs of 
God is greater: for this is the witneſs of God which 
he hath teſtified of his Son. He that believeth on the 
Son of. God, -hath the witneſs in himdelf ; he that be- 
lieveth not God, hath made him a liar, becauſe he be- 
lieveth not rn ta Gl his Sou. And 
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N live rar record) eternal Ale: andthis'life is in-his gon 


e that hath the Son, hath lift ; and he that hath not 


the Son of God;/hath'not life. Theſe things have I 
written unto yon that belityeon'the-name of the Son 
of God, that ye may know that ye have eternab lifey 
- hd that ye may believe (to the end) on the name of 
the Son of Gad i John v. GM 1 
9. Thus in aF things upon God's ſingle, ſelf-evident, 
unſupported authority; authority unſupported, impoſſi- 


ble to be ſupported by the collateral teſtimony af any o- 


ther v6ucher beſides himſelf, who is the alone witneſs, and 
rhe alone judge of all his on matters. Let every man be 


fully perſuaded (affured) in his own mind, Rom. xiv, 5, 


Haſt thou faith? have it for thyſelf before God. Hap- 


py is he that condemneth not himſelf in that which 


lower Aud he kit doubfeth! (bee God dechreth 
to be right, and good, and true) is condemned on that 
- account ; for whatſoever is not of faith is-fin, Rom xiv, 


22, Ge. Now the maxim here given, although applied 
to a particular caſe, is evidently univerſal, and equally 


ig applicable to all caſes both of principle and practice 3 


as it is alſo written in another place, and applied in 


eyery caſe, reſpecting thę conduct of man. But with - 
out faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him; for he that 
cometh to God muſt believe that he is (what he real] 

is, and hath declared himſelf to- be); and that he is 


the rewarder of them: that diligently ſeek him, Heb. Xi, 


6. . 
* 4 * 


rc, So if men do not believe à lie, and worſhip in 
vain, not knowing what they worſhip; they muſt re- 


ceive (that is, believe) the word of God as · declared by 
his ou infpired ſervants; not as the word of man, but 


as it is in truth; the- word of God, which worketh ef · 


fectually alſo in all who believe it, 1 Thefl. ii. 12. and 


bdringeth forth fruit, as the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth of 
the Coloſſians, from the day they hear it, and know 
che grace of God in the truth, Col. i, 6. For faith 
worketh by love; lote, which rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but id the truth — Faith purifieth . * = $ 
fruitful in every good word and work; bringing torth 
te Fvits crab entncl which are acceptable to God 


through the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt— Faith iſſues in vor 
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love, enpreſſive of patience and hope, as in Abraham; 


boys and all the ſaints; as witneſs God hienſelf ſpeaks. 


in all the ſcriptures}: from the 4 . to e l 
of hin on verelation. L e * i 

2 In proportion as we "ceaſe to bee en 
1 ovrſetves up to the ſole direction of thoſe in- 


yy is ſhewed by eee of bb bes of | 


oracles of 21 we ſhall find light 14 in 


upon us from every quarter, demonſtrating e 
ſun- beam, een truth, That there is not a a ſingle 
inſtanceof one ſaint of God, ſtanding this day upon 


Ah ecords.of the Holy Gboſt, from righteous Abe! 


down to Zacharias the ſon of Barachias, whom they 


ſlew between. the porch and the altar, nor from him 


domm to John the divine, the laſt ſurvivor of all the 


Kaige the Lord, who did not ſtand, preſerved by 


almighty 88 in the full aſſurance of faith, rejoicing 
in hope to be fully revealed at the coming 


of the "Lords ; ory the firſt hour of being tranſſaced in- 


to that marvellous. light, eden to the death, when faith 


"= 


was ſwallowed up in viſion, and hope in perfect enjoy- - 


ment; and who did not accordingly, 8 by that 


105 God, adorn the doctrine of our Saviour 


a confeſſion and conberſation becomisg the ſame.” / | 


12. Inquire of the Lord the Spi 


it, concerning is 


own celebrated martyr Abel, nowpoken of; was it not 


iren to him, to be-fully aſſured ab bis owivintereſt in ; 


his Saviour.; whom he believed, and whom by 


faith he pleaſed:? and, being now dead, doth he not yet - 
pak and ery, louder than ever his own blood cried, 
engeance againſt the ſhedder thereof, Peace; peace 

10 by the imitators of bis faith, through the enjoyment - 
of the ſame p ni vilege / and acceptance: of themſelves, 


with all their 


fferingz of gratitude and praiſe, accep- - 


table ta God through the one Mediator: Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the powerful rnb, of the other Comforter 


the Holy Ghoſt ? - * 31 2 


13. Was not Ebockh, the tfeventh! from Hem who 8 


. of the coming of the Lord with the thou- 
fend thouſands of his ſaints, who walked with God, 
whom God tranſlated without taſting of death, who 


before dre tranſlation” obtained this teſtimony,” that he 


ln 95 i prove. 


1 | 43. Were Ae Ilse, 44 Jabobs fuk and heirs 
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* of God 7 the faith, gerteciy an of his 
3 perſonal une with hie God and Lord, whom = 


together of the ſame promiſe and grace of eternal life, 
in a leſs aſſured. and comfortable ſituation, with reſpe& 
to their own perſonal juſtification and. peace with 
their juſtifier, father, 228 and ſhield, their exceeding | 
rich and great rewerd, whom they all adored and ſerv- 
ed in their reſpective generations, walking in the very 
ſteps of faith, — aſſured hope of a bleſſed reſur- 
rection, till che living God, to whom they lived and 
died, received them * himſelf, to live with him till he 
come again with them in glory, and” make them ſhine 
dbdut for ever-more with all his r like the ſun in 
the ki of their cru Even fo, Father, becauſe | 
it hath ſeemed good in thy fight ! GER 
406. Were not Joſeph, and Moſes, and Job, and Ca- 2 
leb, and Joſhua, Samuel, David, Eljab, Eliſha, Iſai 
Jeremiah, Daniel the beloved and 1 hly e 
the Lord, Ezra, Nehemiah;- with all t prophets and 
holy men of old, all recorded, to their - K e 
membrance, as jealous for the Lord God: of Liracl 
with the whale cloud of er wa” 8 5 
are encompaſſed, innumerable as the ſtars of t 
mament and like the ſand upon the ſea ſhore for mul- 
titude; now all crowned: with glory and viftory in the 
' preſence of their Father with. — py. Fa „each one 
walking i in his uprightneſs around the t ne, and fg! 
_ mgthe ſoug of Moſes and the Lamb; rejoicing, with 
* * holy angels of Gods over every finner whom the 
Shepherd of Israel bringer to. repentance; = wait» 
1 ————— till the whole election of 
e One TONES! one when all the ws of the 


Fu 


a N 2 ͤ3* e— 


1 8 1 9 24 94,3 | . 
Lingdom mall“ be delivered pom ths bondage of or- 
ruption, and brought into the glorious liherty of the | 
ſons of God were theſe, all theſe, or any one of 
Ghoſt, to remain within ther a well of living water 
ſpringiog up to everlaſt ing life, during the courſe aſ their 
pilgrimage and ſojourning upon earth, until they were 
carried N the angels into; their preſent everlaſting man · 
ſions of bliſs: and praiſe in their Father's houſe, left to 
continue without the light of his conntenance. ſhining 
upon them. Heft to wander through the dark valley — 
ſhadow. of deathy as trembling ſla des, without the aſſa- 
rance of their Father's love left in darkneſs with re- 
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in their conſciences? K Sf 815; . 
., H ſoch indeed was their melancholy eaſe; deſert - 
ed of God; Whom had they vrhat bad they to ſup» 
then This world and the god of it were their 
_— were (expoſed as lambs to the mduthe of 
| hons—tofſed like faggots into the fieryHaines—fobjeRt» 

ed to the edge of the word had trials of cruel mock» · 
ings and ſcourgiugs, yea mareover: of bonds and impri · 
ſonment bey were ſtoned, they- were ſawn afunder, 
ere tempted, tortured, and examined concerning their 
faith and hope upon racks and wheele—-were flain with 
the ſword : they wandered” about . in: ſheep+fkins, and 

goats-ſkins, being deſtitute, afſlicted, tormented {of 

whom'the world was not worthy}: they wundered in 
deſerts, and in mountains, in dens and caves of the 
earth · Suech was their wayfaring, and ſuch their fare 
in the purſuit of a better country 7 ß 
f 18. If they had not had meat to eat which the 


world knew not of, and a joy which ſtrangers to God 
. intermeddle not with, how could they have begun ſuch 
| a race? how could they have gone on, and perſevered 


to the end? How could they have ged in ſuch a 
warfare, and alſo overcome through the blood of the 
Lamb, not loving their lives to the death for the teſti- 

mony of Jeſus ; if he, the, Captain of their ſalvation, 

had not led them, led them on, carried them: ſafely | 
through, and given them more than victory, through 1 
the knowledge. of bimſelf as their light, their life, thew Fi 
n. everlaſting crown? 
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191 If otherwi fe it was; and they were left orphans, 
_-eotnfortleſs, n God, to fare on, along 
ide dreary length of "thi 
wandering in the dark alone, in the midit of all their 

| | worſe than mortal” foes, deſerted, forſaken, forlorn, 
without the knowledge of their "intereſt in their Sa- 


this waſte howling. wilderneſe, 


viour' love, without the experience of his very preſent. 


help in trouble Sole this riddle, ye deceitful work. 
ers ye maſters of Satan! Who hold it as the cardinal 


point, even the hinging article of all your doctrine, 


: that the ſaints: of God have in all ages been, and ſtill 
are, many a long weury gay, week, month and year, 
nay; ſome during their Whole lifetime, in doubts and 
fears concerning their on perſonal intereſt in the Lord 
leſus Chriſt, - without certainty, without aſſurance, 
whether they are appointed to wrathi, or- to obtain eter- 
nal falvation through fach in his blood. 


20. If this your” conſtant ever- and anon repeated, 


tale, ſo full of ſorrow . ſo full of infernal woe! be true; 
axndiif ye be indeed belyed, and are not the meſſengers 
of Satan, ſent to buffet the ſaĩnts of God; but the very 
miniſters of Chriſt, the real helpers of their faith and 
joy explain to us, who in the name of God the Lord 
demand it of you, how all theſe faints, in former days, 
endured as ſeeing the inviſible God; having an eye to 
the recompenſs of reward; chuſing rather to ſuffer af · 
fiction: with the people of God, tam to en joy the plea 
ſures of fin for a ſeaſon: How the moſt diſtreſſed of 
tmhem all, in the moſt diſtreſſed eireumſtances, could 
maintain his unabated confidenee in God, and ſay, 


when he could ſay nb more, Though he ſlay me, yet I 


will put my truſt in him: for I know that my Redeem- 
er liveth, and that he ſhrall Rand in the latter day upon 

the earth; and though after my ſkin worms deſtroy 
this body, yet in my fleſn ſhall: I:fee God: whom I. 
hall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not 
another, though my reins be conſumed within me. 

21. But what do we talk) or aſte of; at the hand of 
men 2. Is not the Holy Ghoſt himſelf witneſs, that all 
rheſe embraced the promiſes,” were fully perſuaded of 
them, lived in the faith of them, died in the faith of 
od a good report through the faith of 
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Adem, and'are now inheriting them in the reſt of God? =, 
21. It will be in vain here to object the opinions 6 
Henry, Hammond, Hervey, Doddridge, Watts, and 
other commentators and ſermqnizers ancient, or mo- 
dern, in oppeſition to the plain decjſive voice of the 
iptures themſelves. If it be alledged, that theſe Old 
12 ſaints were not without. their perſonal ſins 
Who denies it? But God affirms,; that neither were 
they without their faith, which himſelf beſtowed upon 
them, and preſerved in. them, till he received them into 
bis own immediate preſence · and. joy in paradiſme. 
23. By this their ſaith of the goſpel, which is the 
power and yiſdom.of God to the ſalvation of all who 
believe it, they were enabled to overcome all their 
difficulties, and to triumph, through the blood of their 
High Prieſt, over all their fins, and over all their foes, 
Was not their Redeemer and Intercefſor as mighty 
and powerful to prevail in their behalf, and their Father 
in him as faithful and juſt to forgive them then, ; as 
eee, rb doc erin nu getter 
roneous and blaſphemous ſenſe impoſed upon the holy 
oracles of; God, That the greater part of thoſe called 
the people of God were groſs ĩdolatera, and notoriouſly 
abandoned perſons in their moral behaviour and con- 
duct, even worſe · than thoſe of Sodom and Gomorrha, 
with the other nations around them; and how could 
ſuch perſons have the aſſurance of faith, and the com- 
fortable enjoyment of an intereſt in God as their Sa- 
viour, while they wallowed in ſuch a mire of fm? An- 
ſwer. They are nat all the Iſrael of God, who are of 
Iſrael according to the fleſhly generation: and thou 
ſuch perſons in the writings of the prophets are called 
God's people and children, as deſcended of Abraham, 
Haac, and. Jacob, and · otherwiſe bleſſed with many tem: 
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poral· privileges, while the oracles of God were in their =. 
hands, whie «they diſbelieved, vreſted · and abuſed to 3 
their own deſtruction; yet they were all the while iu 8 


reality declared by.the Lord to be the devil's {layes, 
children in whom there was no faith: and as in ſact 
they, in ſuch an eſtate, had no fellowſuip with. God:; 
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5 chapter of 
| kiel, for the ſaints and ſons of God by the faith of 
. Jeſus Chriſty and ſo infer, that thoſe ho are actually 


„ and by the Spirit of their God, through the be- 
e lief of the truth, may be in ſuch a profli coudition, 
and of fuch an abandoned character; 3. Þy 
. vithout the uſſurames of their intereßt in Chxiſt. 


| with-hardened, dane, hypocritical whoremongers, 
| 2 drunkards, and deteſtable Sodomites, 1 a to 
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are moſt 9 all objectione a the aſſurance 
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fſlainto: for is not Jeſus: Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, to- 
pleaſed God t 


masdnere, ufo the fathers by the prophets, as fince he 
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e evident that = wu 
inearnate, with regard e tber defigns and 


blaſphemers of Toh and jeru · 
— fi de in the ad, 3 and 4th 
Jeremiah, and. in-the-16cHy chapter of Exe. 


waſhed, ſanGtified; und juſtified in the name of the Lord 


equently, 


26. H the tions of :fock inew ure nor filled 


N u hot Aoi eye 26 all the woriders of the 
2 geld of Zoan! 


ide ee be conüdlered by thoſe wha 
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28. Mean. r n 
the Old, fo is it preciſely with the New Teſtament 


day, and for erer? Had they not the ſame eternal law | 


of righteouſneſs; the fame everlafti when it 
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began in theſe laſt times to ſpeuc unte as; upon whom 


neſs of bis Father's and the expreſs 
image of his perſon, Goc over all bleſſed for ever ? 
preached: unto them? So it is unto us. 
led with faith, profit. them who 
* unto it 0 i by that faith? So is it till the 
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| and wh vary ae A DW 16 bt 
TL ays the Holy, Ghoft 40 all-bdjexers of the 
pel, Ve are ell, the ſons of. God, by e 4 
fa e al i e e 7 
fearing, and diſbeheving your intereſt 1 7 5 
xerilys/ ap Go is trus ;. but by the faith the evidence, 
knowledge, demonſtratien, recommended, maryteſted 
to your conſciences. by the: Hoy Ghoſt, the alone in- 
fallible witneſs to you of Jeſus Chriſt, who bath Lond, 
lanRified,, and waſked/you fram your ſins in his oπ.˙ð 
blood, aud made you Ringe and unto God and 
our Father. fer ever and ever or a8 many as have 
u baptized into Chriſt (that is, taught. and anointed 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and made one ſpirit with the Lord 
Chrilt) have put on Chriſt Therefore if yr be Chriſt's, 
then ye axe 5 ſeed, and beirs zecgpding to 
the promiſe, Gal. ii. 27, & e. And begaule. — are 
— God. hath ſent forth the Spirit of is. Gon iato 
your hearts, crying, Abbay Father, Gal, iy; 6. 
31. Then all the fans of God, by the faith, of Chrid, 
have the Spirit of Chriſt; ſent forth into their bearts, 
crying, Abbas Father. Who. lanes. preſume, 146 make 
any £xoeption- where Ge bas wade none agjobg: all 
ons of God? anne 6 [173 TE YC TORY 4% | 
33+Moregver, God dee 6 child of 
MWbereſere thou art no more 2 ſerrant {a 3 
fe. a ſon ; and if a ſon, then an heir of God t 
Chriſt, Gal. iv. 3. Now the man-who dogs. apt f 
the God of truth, telling a falſchood bere, muſt abſo- 
lutely conelude, that every child of God whatever, W 
fait 3 * * a FA 1 
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5 _ affirms, he makes himſelf 

\| 7 by wes dof . — hs he doth, 

| { | Homwbeit, then when 7e knew 0 N er bring 

in to thetn which'by nature are 160 . now that 

i} ye have kijown' Sele en e de, bow 
| turn 7e again to the weak and ents, 
if whereunto ye defire again 46: be in bondage ? Gal. iv. 


8, e. Hence it follows again, that before one is a; 
prehended or known of and ſo comes to the 
nowledge of God as his God end Father, he doth not, 
he caundt ſerve God Wbom then doth ſuehl a one 
ſerve? WN ys ee are” no gods, 
3 dy to-thid-prrpbſeccle- ts af 
34. Expreſly to t * p „ is 0 b the 
þ Caints, upon the authority of the Holy Ghoſt, 8 
We kno that: we are of God; and the whole World 
| (except the believers of the truth alone) lieth in wick- 
eadneſs els (the wicked one). And we know that the Son 
of God is come, and hath: given us an underſtanding, 
| cqzhhat we may know him that is true: and we are in him 
—_ <hat is true, even in lis Son Jeſus Chriſt. This is the 
mite God, end eternal life. Little children, keep Voir 
—_ ſelves from, idols. Amen. 1 John w 419, Ke. 
WW 35. 80 if we would not fay, that the Holy _ 
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| | _____ hartvtawghit thele ſaints to telba lye, Poor's, The 
{18 \ 4knowledge' and underſtanding we them, reſpe 
Th: the true God, and their own happy eſtate in * 
= muſt of neceffiry ſay, that they _ / perfectly aſſured, as 
_ . f the being c of the true God the Son, Jeſus Chriſt, ſo of 
=. | "their being in him, and having in him eternal life: even as 
loertainly as they are aſſur the true God, who hath 
dad mercy upon them, that the whole of the unbeliev- 
ing world around them liettr in the power of Satan, and 
10 in the ſame enen with him under the wrath of 
1 6 Thus as ths onal, Full and perfeRt al. 
r . = that all 4 ee intereſt in the Lord 
5 te:eſus Chriſt, as ſons and heirs uf God, even joint -heirs 
nh Chriſt, is: to * my _ and the Father, 1 
A 1 ; e 
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the Holy Ghoſt, and openly. to hold that theſe Three 
who bear record. in heaven, who are one, arc a rote; | 
Heat, O heavens | Be aſtoniſhed, O earth! 

37. Theſe words ſpake Jeſus, and lift up his e i 
heaven, and ſaid, Father, the hour is come; * he 4 a 


| Son that, thy Son alle, may glorify thee: As thou halt 


given him power over-all fleſh, that he ſhould-give eter- 
nal life to dg. many ag thou: haſt given him. Avd this, 
is iſs. eternal, that they. might know-thee the only true 
God, and. Jeſus.Chrilt. whom thou haſt ſent, John xvii; 
1, Kc. Theſe words are explained“ und illuſtrated by 


. the af quotation, wherein, w at is here aflietned of the 


Tather, as the only. true God, is aſſamed · alſo of tlie 
Son becauſe. the Father is in the Son, and the Son in- 
e that he who, hach / ſoen the Son and 
knoh him, hath in, him ſeen and known the. Father. ; 
ald, þecauſe the Father and the Son are One: . | 
38, Now, upon the whvle, it is evident here alle. as- 
that: the Lord ſpeaks truth, that thoſe who know the 
anly, true God in his own revealed character, 3 4 
* 
it; ehen as he who fees the light, hath in himſelf the 
knowled ney ſecs it: ſo thoſe who-know the joy- 
ful ſo 7 greatly bleſſed and know the bleſſing 
they — . — from the God of their ſalvation. 
[39s I vou further. aſk, What is: the revealed cha- 
racer: off God, in the. kaowledy e whereof the poſſcſſor, 
of that know. 2dge is ſo greatly bleed and joyful? Let. 
the Lord God himſelf declare his own eternally bleſſed 
a bleſſi W 00> faying, Jam the, Lord, and there is 
beſide 12 a juſt God and a Saviour, ads 
mp > jg xlv. 214m. . 
40. Therefore, thoſe who do not ieee 1 
dun God, the juſt God and their on Jariour; do eo 
know the one living aud true God at all. A 
41 . Again, In t Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iirael, 
be true Iſrael, hegotten of God by the word of truth) 
be juſtified; and ſh glory, Iſa. xlv. 25. —And lo, how 


the S with one Foice and ſpirit re-echo back to 


God the praiſe of all this grace and truth, on them be 
towed, by them, poſſeſſed and gloried 1 in, as all their 
lalations, and all their defire 1—Julliied by faith, we 
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wy ip being wow j all. 
ted by his bl6bdy we ſtall be fa ved from wrath Hegg 
i, while we wee enemies, we were recon- 


; wethall-be ſaved: by his life. Andi not | 
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8 Atoneſtent, 
Sar Gas An wa 725 
that the offence might abo a 
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whom 'we no- received we 
iCever th -veconeilinlion, the. eoveting 
his blood). ere ver, thei lac entered, 
to bete b bur 
* much more abound : 
that us“ Bu Heth unte death, Ties: do might: 
glace reigm kröugh righteonſicls unto: eternal Ife, by 
eſus'Chi eur Lord Rom. v. 1%. Rog 
4 Sach in the 'cxpttlente of the ſaints, ef all the. 
alledge and prove, that the God of 
the ſalts Ras deceived cn Bo N 
e ge, unh vnſps akable 
oh fake d it te with 


Ker "Bar 15 95 All che ſaints. evident as the 
Woe of God himtfelf, anch theit own exiſtence 
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if at, he mean e e If any man have hot 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he is one of Rs, Rom. 
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49. Thus he ſays, A ſon. honoureth his: father ods 
airy his aſter 3: F then. be a Father, where is 
mine honour,? and if. I be a maſter, here is my fear? 
Nou what ſon, among, men, honoureth his aber, 
vithout che implied conſeiouſneſa of the mutual relation 
wherein. they. ſtand with reſpect to one onother? And 
what fer vant honoureth his maſter, without baving 1 in 
himſelf the perſonal certainty, of the, reality of his con, 
dition .as a ſeryant.; and the reſpeRtive: difference in 
point of character, 5 and as A between 
bo and his maſter ?: © 
30. The truth is, there. is ſcarce. one name known - 
among. men, importing.nearneſs, dearnoſs ea intimaex 
of relation between. man and man, or ring the the. 
cloſe ſtrictneſs of a natural, indiſſoluble 5 between 
one thing and another upon earth, which .it hath not 
[caſed God the e Feng adopt into the lan manage of 
ture, and uſe as an expreſhve figure; or relemblince 
7 


t:divine, ſpiritual, unalterable e union, which 3 

h labore, and declared to fubſiſt between 

himſelf and every one of thoſe highly: favoured ones, 

meds. hath bleſſed with bas beliet of his own 1 5 
tut. 

i, Are t PALATE in their natural. eſtate, a 
wk ving been hey n the law, like a woman,under cove-; 
vant to her huſhand, .ſubje& 20 all. his Ja 42 z; and 
1 in that condition, under the wrath, of God,, under 

is curfe, for breacl Sf that o__ of po BY: "+ 
Beh hold, now that | iven them. to believe the/ 
teſtimony. canc log Are 17 , him declared, 
e that law, fi at law e mely in that 


Lt * 3 ; 125 a 


47 ty 2 — ELNow, how ab one a 
ew ind honourable: ſtate and relation, = ay believ. 


1 75 * 


| pa vgs ly bound) by the d 
| body of Jeſus; and martied td their new 4 Loon 
Pho. is faiſed from the dend; that acrotdi to this 


forth 14 unte God 0 
ew hoſband; ' in newneſ 


| pie rg in, and ferving this 
#7 Hp ts, Les 350 8 and made honbur- 
e aſe Ns tht Mediator's blovd, Rom. 
„& 1108” Fuſbacd R i An (7 Rt 1: A 4 


= A "Prot wh re gen n marta 4 are one gel; 


7 but thoſe vio, are joined sc ie Lord, are one Spirit 
With the 1:68 * at, ke not, wa ur body 


is the temple of the Holy 'Ghoſt Which'ts in you, whic 


ye have ny ye art #bt your ow? . Obr. vi. 


a ye 2 böught With à price? therefore 
God an your body, an in you Tpifit,” which 
ecording to this 


ing, and bem" certain” of "the*teality: and exiſtence 


thereof? Could Sarah reverene# her Huſb nd, and call 
bim lord, Without being alſuted that e was actually 


his awful ſpouſe, and he the guide of her youth, and 


6 her way? 86" neither can Chriſtians in truth call 


Ieſoe Tord. 7 their” — I of the del 


= 1 N a n truth Nt Lat erden £ ko wah 


he the ane ver e He Panchen 0 10 
live tree? They are ing rafted into him, and 


5 i of his ſep" and” fatiiefs,” 18. ane the ſhepherd ? 


They are Mie 


are the people of 


5 is wg fine of peate? They 
. 1 he Chriſt They are 


Chriſtians; e Vis 3 1 % bo. 


2 EtHehilaren, Jays thi ce T Have written 


_ unto yon, becauſe your fins are. forgiven you for his 
ime fakedibeean 


ye have” Known the Father—1 
habe h. a ebene becaule ye know not thetruth; 


bur b e know it, and chat there is 10, ye or 
the are 845 or 5e Have! received an 'atioitting from 
me Ken 7 and ye khow all (theſe) thingg—and 


even us” ne 5 (of the Holy Ghoſt) bath 


7 1575 hall abide in Hm, t John il. 12, K.. 


3 5 The 2 TY" aſhamed; withaet . 


—_— un 


6 a... ih a bs 


—__ = een ed 


"S 


— — * 


— 
— — — 


4 


PE ele wharminaterot 3 Father bath 


beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called e the 


Fatiter hath made us) the ſohs ef GetZ-Now are? wy 
w 


wwe Wi f God? und it doth not yet üppear what' 
fall be; ber de know that When hie mast a appear, we 


2 like Him, for we | ſhall ſer hic zs he is: and 


very ohe that bark this hope (ef Tecing the Lord, and 
ede founded in thre aflurabec ot his own pers 

onfhi N declared) Purifieth - hicaſelf chen 

| Yr John 111. 1 „ eUOY £59, 4 

multiply proc of Wd:iriitices —— 

e, vg awd no n Uneſt one were to 
tranſetibe ND fire, with its ſef-evident con- 


ſequentes; ſpeaking of theſe - matters ftom the ö 0 0 
| didgiof Senefis he cohielüſien 4 55 Neven io * 


n Are hot all the epiſtles addreſſed; not to the ojcaly 


proſant unbehe ters nor to the cloſe hyp enticaÞpro- 


feffin infidels, = o the fy Faints "and: faithful; the 
ef God, tilled" tb be faite, alle? into” the 


| knowledge and fellowthip of Jeſus Ehriſt “ To thoſe 


2 _ "obtained" the. fine” precidys Faith with'the 
e To'thofe who art farifitfied of God the Fa- 

4. ae in Jeſus Chriſt, and called ? To the hol 

brethren, partakers of the keayenly calling? To thi 


wholare chofet of God unte falvation,” through ban. = 
feation of it Spixit; and belief of the truth To thoſe 


who are uddreſſed in this manner: YE are all the chil- 
dren of the light,” and of the day; ye are not of the 
night, nor bf darknefs; God bath not appointed you 
untowrath; but to 6btain {crertal favation throbgh che 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; foraſmich” yr know PO re- 
deemed "witty the Precious" blood of the Lord Jefus 
Chritt, as of # lb withbut! blethiſh; and without Tpot. 
Of God are ye ig Chriff Jchis,” whs' of God is made 
un you wiſdom, 1 righteouſneſs, TanRification, and re- 
iption'; that, as it is written, whoſoc ce Spekd⸗ 
let him 77 ieee 8 
38. And aceordit y ws P tha,” and Wen on- 


ſcious that They üre in ſuch a blefſed Rare and firtation, 
by the "gob@hand of their God upon them; they ate 
called | vpou; ud 1 by him e called them un- * 


9 tut 


7 U 541 r s Log 


ta behaviour eee, their new Ge and N 
leges. 


God hath laid down his Up 


- ought to waſh, one another's feet: that is, do all man- 
ner of kind and humble | offices, 
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* 


79˙ God is your Faber; walk worthy of. hi 
deat children, holy and beloved; walking in —_ as 


| Chriſt hath loved you, and given bimſelf for you, a ſa- 


erifice of ,a. ſweet-ſmelling. ſavour, unto 9 Ye are. 
ſealed. by the Holy Ghoſt unto the day of redemption ; 


- therefoxe, grieve him not. As. God for Chris lake 
hath Forging vou; 


As Chriſt 


we Mp e one another, 
ole againlt, 


hath forgiven 9 ſo 


ve. 
whom ye bare: a quarre] bp, 1 juſt e aoſfence. As 


Chriſt bath loved you o 


beer an. We my ede. 


and „ E l. 4." 
wo. lay down your. lives, for | 
Lord and Maſter, 3 De — rag ye 


Wen: meekneſs and- 
condeſcenſion, one to another.. 
hp Wherefore gir d upthe loins of your AY be ſober. 


' 58d hope tathn anc, Gr the ce that is. o be brought, 
unto, ya It, the, revelation fy Jeſus Chriſt as — 


\ children, not faſhjoni ioning Tourer accorging to the, 
former luſts in your, ignorance : 2 but ag he which bath- 
called you is holy ſo be ye; holy i in all manner of con- 


verſation; becauſe it 10 WT. tten, Be 7e holy, for I am 
— Ye are riſes” together. with Chriſt; therefore 
ſcek. the things which are aboye—When Chriſt, who. 


is your life, ſhall appear, then ſhall. ye alſo appear, 
with him in glory; Khenelere te. your, members 


which, are upon the earth Ve have put off the old many 


Anq pu t on the nem man, which is: created. in know- 
. lodge, F e and the holineſs of ruth, after the, 


bim, who created lim; therefore lye not, but 


ima 
7 of the truth one to, another in lo- And whatſo- 
ever ye do in word, or in deed, do-all.in the name of. 


the Lord IJeſus Chrick, 122 thanks unto God and 
your Father by lim. - Ye are Chrift's,; aud; Chriſt is 


God's; therefore all things are ours, Paul,, Apollos, 
Cepbas, life or death, things preſent . or things.to. come, 


ry, are yours. c, careful 15 8 hut in every. 
thing with prayer and ſvupplication, make your, re- 
well woe wands God, 0 o careth for or you ſo that 
* 


— 
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7 61. 


$ 1 Tip, The Lord is iy helper, meets ' 
G Te 1 will never 0 hor . 9 
Rejoice in che Lord. Rejoice evermore. Pray Wi 


es wing dane ay for all things unto God 
and your ather. 
61. Thus al nal holineſs and obedience flow 


bot this ons this 1 40, de who ſtriveth ſor the ma- 
ſtery is temperate in all things, I keep mY body under, 
that is, throught the Spirit, corrupt af- 
fection and lu 1050 ben I — 5 be ie ved L be- 
lieve, and therefore I £ peak, ſpeak what I know by the | 
revelation of the Lord Jeſos Chriſt. 1 am ſet for the 
| defence of the gofpel—I have laboured—yet not I; but 
the) grave of God in me: By the grace of God, L am 
5, The f By we Spirit is Jove 1 

62. The the! Spirit is love, op, pence, 0 | 
ſuffering) gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith in; dity, 08 a, 
fulneſs, in this place), meekneſs, temperance ; 
ſuch there is no law (to condemn them; for hs 2 
fan&ified, 5 joſtißed, and waſhed in the name of the Fac 
Jefus Chet; and hy the Spirit of our God). And they 
that are Chriſt's have crucified the fleſh (the | corrupt 
nature) with the affections and luſts (thereof). If we 
live in the Spirit, let us alſo walk in the Spirit —If 
any man be in Chriſt Jeſus, he is a new creature z ola 
— are paſſed away, all things are become new. 

Thus all Chriſtian obedience proceeds from 

"= * principles, new inciples communicated 'by | 
8 the Holy bob, faith and love: We love him Becaufe 
he ble firſt josed us We believe and pereeive the love of 
8 God towards us; and therefore we love him.— we love 
5 bim, becauſe he hath fraukly forgiv en us all that ve 
of. oved, even juſtified” us freely by hi A through the 
PL redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, and nay us beirs 

> We to the hope of eternal life. a oO 
os, 64. Ki is by the grace of God wich hath a 
me, to bang and incl us ſalvation, that we are tau bib to | 
ery: deny - un _ and worldly luſts, to live f. ry, 
re» 'Tighteou godly in this eril world; — 
that looking oy tat 5 na hope, * the OY opening 
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ho ied Or, [Our affences, n 


De gte. moved td, preſent gur 


* SH N how! cn que. 


Hs and th 


Aber thin, and; lays nf de, is termed by the Lond 
_ #9;the dow e ttt 5 what tbe-Gexi would. b 


ah, and mgyons'is the mere natural effect of unbe⸗ 


| x 


nee; {15 dtn ci t NE 9 . 47 
q py * LY 


P F 


THe 


2 eee ear gegen ge Jes 
1 Wee hint fo g 9057 4c vs e 


294 to. Lt ir. People, Zea- 
ul | 

i oe died:for: r - 

5 e diech ter un all, chen we all died 


wark eee if 3 Adi. 2 7 oe pt 
thay M 0 : con . 1 
nah we bo Ine. (by his death for 


0 W Jive 8 ur unto hin 

. our juſti: 

featign. 7, By the-merriga.of God. od 9 1e ao 1 
odles 4h Ag dacritice, 

35 angl.acceptable Ing God; 1 Bor 550 


S er. | ot; 
E a} eben of oy . ed n 
3 a ulneſs, and | tral_defire. 92 Ort 


r his fat Ee te , 
Fruit r ag the $p1i Joe, man in * MS) Pr mmol 
ww of al Ki works by us perfarnmgedy through 
own" ſole ad power of rao ge to bs 
own glory and praiſe. 7 vids . 
pratefuls gr 4 dennen 
ed for a fayqur, be it 2 max, although be- 
Hl he is fee chat il (38 Beſtowed am 
1 i TNT» 10 E 
It is dne, ee ee that God is good 
faz that he, makes his ſun 
eg, ſhine, aud ds Jain _ 155 upon the juſt f 
the wn vet dhe unbelievemm, not being reconciled to 
. him. b the death, uf Jeſus. Chriſt, are enmity againſt 
og, and can be denominated by no! W pa 
Iban that af hates of. God, enemies f God in their 
winds, ad much more. hy. Wiebed. works; ſo that all 


poly;.the doing the tuſts: ;of-theig./ own, fatber, ho 


10. and n more !. 4 2+ 260; 201. 
en bows Gicb, ade 3 2. God bia 


bee 1 Pelle Cen God for à Jyar, the e of their 


alienation from, and, enmity. againſt, God, even 


che wages whroegt . OPIN T e ah 
WT ſacrifices, 


— 


- — 


3 Fa 
. Ti 25 A Cree” 
© ot heir plowings, : are , he abomination * 
| the ſoul of God! 
Fe. If they pretend. to come a. God, they do. not 
| walk by the way that leads to the Father; for Jeſus is 
that way, the truth, and the life: ſo that unleſs . 
ing upon the Son of 4 coumitlg his blood an un- PINE 
by thing, and —_—_ pite to the Holy Ghoſt, be 


the way of-plealing God, and working ri reouſocte, 
all unbelievers” Sh, OSD, of Mc, oy as len. 


undder the wrath avd abiding curſe of God, bound mer 
l "tothe vengeance of eternal fire!. 
J A this, in the way of a juſt Lontraſt, leads bs; 
| this. utideniable conſequence, according to the expreſs 
| <elaration of ſeripture, that every. particular act of 
worſhip.and obedience to God implies in it the, preſent, Y 
| preſonaly/abſolute aſſurance of faith in the heart of the |} 
| obedient worſhipper, as the eſſential, gene) «ol Wo 
only poſſible Tource thereof. 1 
724 For nothing can be meets 0 to the 
r le 5 the Searcher of the heart, that is not g „ 
impreſſed upon the heart. | 1 
73. . Tos if ; braham, for example, gave eee f 
to the commandment concerning eircumciſion, it was 
becauſe he was firſt inwardly cireumeiſed in heart, fully | 
| perſuaded in his own mind, giving glory to God, as 2 
true witneſs, and a faithful juſtifier of the ungodly be- 
ſiexing in Jeſus If he e up Iſaac, it was becauſe 
75 he loved and believed' his God, his Juſtifier and Father. 
to 74. If the ſuints in like manner were baptized wit 
inſt water, it was becauſe they were firſt baptized with the 
tion Holy Ghoſt, and ſo, according to the commandment, = 
heir they publicly acknowledged and confeſſed their faith in 1 
t all the ord: Jeſus, and that they were waſhed in his blood _- 
255 | by the Fetten of the Holy Ghoſt mg all their | 
wh 8. K ** | 
have 75. 11 ey 1 the Chriſtian ſabbath, it was 
TY becauſe. they acknowledged. therein the commandment 
mſelf ind example of their Lord. and that he died for them, 
and roſe again the third day, the firſt day of the . 
«cording to the ſeriptures. 
76. I they ſhewed forth the Lord's death, it way 
ule 1 ity was A exe nes] and Fey) were 
383 „ n; 


3 = E 8 1 111 ³ Sara 2%. at 


* 


A 1 K 2649 - 
e ee bs bady-brokeeifor them, au 
gi blood ſhed for the remiſſion of their fins. | 
7, If chen prayed; it was because they were com. 
| - - . mandedy andithey-believed God tobe theſt Father, who 
\ - -required thems.,tb,worlhip-him..in; that manner; ſaying, 
Our Father-Behald, + prayeth! ſaith-the Lord, of 
believing Faul. How. can they call: on him on whom 
they — not belieted? Saith "the: Haly Gbod, I will 
_ that, men pray everywhere, Va 6g holy hands, with- 
out wrath; and doubt ing Ale, hut aſk in faith, no- 
thing wavering; for Jet nat that man that warereth 
mmiak that he ſhall receive any thing. of God When 
| thou prayeſt, have faith in. God. that ye ſhall. 
| receive thoſe: things which ye aſk, ebe re- 
"oh vealed will of God) and:ye. © fill — them Whatſo- 


1 ever — ally 1 in wy name, 1 * Jou, ſaith 
1 1 50 chi oh all be proofs and.illafira 
178. Butte rou t — 

it of this topic, Dy {aid 828 » throughcthe whole 
1 ſcriptures ;. wherein, notbing ig not en that: 
18 God created the heavens. 3 earth;; with all cheir 
18 hoſts, very, goods. than this prapoſition, That the enjoy- 
1 ment of eyery Chriſtian privilege, and the perſormanoe 
1 of every, Chriſtian duty, can flaonly frum · the: perſon- 
1 al aſſurance that à man has an himſelf, of being a chüd 
|| . of. God through. the faith af Jeſus Child; .. | 
F | 1909. Am I afſured,. by: the.teſtimony.of God, — 4 
1 ci Ade in ſin and death, af: mx 

'F under the law, a child of wrath; by, nature, and that 


Wu agaapgot he. juſtiſeck by, mine oπ]un works)?! Rebold.the 
. teſtimony; Ged. is equally.>expeeſs,: in equally plain 
Landl. certain, that, by Jeſus Christ, all auho 3 
record concerning him, are juſtiſted and faved by what 

they beligzes read the; Ad af dhe, Apoſtles, particu-. 


———ä— => tb ene — — 5 9 
— 


Pfades, which e o . of Chrilts: * 1 
*. de 


3 larly-the thirteenth chapter, the epiſtles to the Romans 
1 and Galatians, with the whald ;canneRtian pf ſcripture 

vVverity - Aßd if, ydu do not beliete it, you: are abfalute 
1 atheiſts, and blaſphowert,. copdeuipedcof iyaurſelves— F 
13 Whoſe damnation is juſt! 
N 4 _ +  $e. As to objections againl this; alurance.of faith, 
| f . now conteuded far,.. drawn from the Pſalms; let the 


—— 


Tang: lory,- be! it 


+ children. whoſe: manners and” ſpirits. are 
| thoſe of Sodom and Gomorrha; and declared to be- 


und veſſels of 


———— — —äů— — 


— —— — —— — r 


Cor J 


N 


by the en 
ment, as the Holy Ghoſt hath pointed out their mean- 


| ing therein and let the "Holy: N Himſelf * 
| - gecide the difference! 


$1. As to objifions-extratthd' bes nanifelt . 
ings of the 'other parts of the prophetie writings, let 


me lame anſwer, in the me ſuffice ia general: 
yet as there is mach harping and punning upon the * 


names gieen to che national Urael, as God's . 
0 * 


evep worſe; be it here remarked, and added to 


what has been already af upon that bead,” that if any 


perſon will be at the ro — compare the firſt 
chapter of Ifaiah, for inſtanee, from hegi ning to end, 


. people Wm God. is faid to have 


| nouriſhed: und brought up as dhildreu, who alſo have re · 
volted from bim, and. gone away backward, ſuch as all : 


-thoſe called backſſiders in the prophets, eaithobr-excep- 


tion af one perſon, are not the true Iſrael of God, the 
| believers'of his truth; but, on the other! hand, are ma 


y diſtinguiſhed, das à rare · . Sodomites and idola- 


for his own praiſe ! 
82. Laſt 


Geclaredito be juſtiĩted (bythedivige i 


icularly the ninth verſe, with 1%. 29. he 


ters, from the true Iſtael of God; which true Iſrael, 
e the truth, art called the remnant which 5 

God bath reſerved for himſelf, m witneſſes for bhimſelf, 

ne wüten hee hath choſen and called 


, and who are 
hteouſneſs therr- 


( 


ee n che neee of | 
Aich 4 ured and ſpun with no ſmall craft and 
fangs Agee of thoſe who ly in wait to deceive, 
E and working.of indwelling fin, re- 
maining in 2 Who believe the 


repreſented, and imput ed unto them that ſo believe jo 


83. It is anfwered, that the affurance of faith, plead- 


ed for, is not built upon the abſence, and not working 


of indwelkug fin in believers; but upon the preſence 
and working of the indwelling Spirit of God in them: 
for although the fruits of the flgſh, or corrupt nature, 


ae manifelt-in'them, and by none really perceived in a 
wee: be, and ö but by. the believers 
| them- hs 


themſelves; yet the fruits of the Spirit are no leſs ma- 
*-_  _njfeſt in them: and theſe two, the Heſh and the Spirit 
a che old nature and the new, one's natural ſelf and the 
_ Holy Ghoſt, are diſtin& from, and cbntrary to, one 
' another: the fleſn luſteth againſt. the Spirit, and the 
- Spirit againſt the fleſh; and as Paul ſaid, if he had a 
0 la in his members ſtriving againſt the Jaw in his mind, 
ble ſaid and meant thereby, that he had a law in his 
mind ſtriving againſt the ſaid law in his members. 
84. And from this conflict all heliesers, as well as 
Paul, cry out, each one for himfelf,, O wretched man 
that Lam! who ſhall deliver de from the body of this 
death? 1 thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt the Lord. 
S3o then I myſelf, witk my mind (as influenced, and re- 
newed in the ſpirit of 'my mind, by the Holy Ghoſt) 
if ferre the law of God; but with my fleſh: (all that is 
naturally within me 20 a corrupt creature, all that is 
| | x not wrought in me by the Holy Ghoſt himſelf) J ſerve 
IS the law of ſin. See Rom. vii. Gal. v. and 1 John i. 
85. Now, reader, if thou art a faint of God, a be- 
eexer of Gog's truth, by the light which thou haſt re- 
| ceived from tlie ſcriptures, conſider what paſſes within 
thee, and thou wilt demand no. other kind of anſwer 
Concerning all theſe matters from me, nor from any 
other of thy brethren of the ſelf ſame experience, de: 
firing earneſtly, as thou thyſelf alſo moſt certainly doſt, 
to contend for the one faith (the truth) once delivered 
to the l ð ES 
86. Only permit me here to add, that in whatever | 
reſpect Abraham, Iſaac; or Jacob, Job, David, or Je- 
remiah, with their brethren, Peter, Thomas, Paul, or 
any other diſciple of the Lord, mentioned in the oracles 
of truth, may have been left to doubt, or fear, or feel 
in the hour of temptation and diftreſs, during the whole 
courſe of their contention with all the powers of dark- 
neſs, without them, or within them, till they overcame 
through the blood of the Lamb, through faith in his 
blood — I am here bald in my God; whom I alſo, 
2 through merey given to me, ſerve, and deſire to ſerre 
| unto the death, with my ſpirit in the goſpel of his Son, 
to give a formal challenge to all the oppoſers of the grace 
of the truth of the goſpel of God in the world de ping 
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33 ES... 
chem to prove, by one inſtance! in all the ſcriptures} 
thatian 8 2 ſaints of God was ever ſo Net. : 

ed of God, as to doubt or fear whether God was his 
Father, the God of his ſalvation, his Juſtifier, and Re- 
deemer, and Sanctiſier - ſo that he could not ſay, even 

in his moſt perplened moments, My God, my Saviour, 

m Lord and c my God, meaning 5 Father, Son, and ove 
Holy Ghoſts. theſe Three who are One, by the Spirit 
of adoption, crying, Abba; Farher,» 
87. It will anſwer „ trifle with the Spi- 


We N * * 


5 

k 

ae woch, and wich ee fouls-of men, by replying 

k bere in a jeering or indignant ſtrain, as-perſons may 

þ 7 find themſelves affected,“ What! could theſe ſaints - 

s maintaim their confidence in God, their boaſted aſſur- 

0 ance of faith, when they were aſleep !—when they 

e uvere drunk 1--when they were engaged in the actual 

8 commiſſion of ſin! Will Noah, David, Peter ſay ſo?” 

Q No verily,” Sir ; neither do I: but pleaſe to know and 

e conſider, that ſuch is the preſent ſtate of human nature 

n in all men, even in the ſaints of God themſelves, while 8 

er in this body, eneompaſſed with frailty and corruption, 

y borne down! and perplexed with infirmities, ſinleſs ſome, 

EA and others finful—thatizwhen a man is literally aſleep, 

t, or in a ſtate of intoxication, op ſeized with a fit, phren= 1 

ed 2j, or temporary madneſs, from ſome one or other f 4 

3 which conditions none of the human race can claima |} 

er total exemption at all ſeaſons; or confounded or ov er- 1 

e- powered with the- ſuperior force of any extreme paſſion [ 

or or temptation whatſoever; or when the mind is diſtract- . 

les ed by means of ſome: violent convulſion of onc's whole ' 

ol frame, difeaſet,- unhinged, and loſt, as it were, for a „ 

dle time that then, in ſuch cireumſtances, I ſay, a man — 

*. cannot be ſuppoſed retaining hiv conſciouſneſs or conſi- 

me cence - concerning any eſtate or relation whatſoever, 

his wherein he may at ↄther times rejoice, and act as be- 

ſo, coming the ſame — But, when he awakes, recovers; and | 

rre comes to himſelf again, the conſciouſneſs of his ſtate, I 

on, condition, and various relations wherein he really ftands, | 

ace vil recur to his mind, aud correſponding bebaviour | 

ing will of courfe enſue— If he has been overtaken in a 

em fault, and fallen into the fire or into the water, he will 
repent and mourn before the Lord, confeſſing his fins, 
CC )J. 
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ifling the rod, and! crying, Abba, Father, plending 8 
the forhfolneſaand Jodie tt tis God through a Medi- 
ator's blood for forgivanaſs So Peter wept bitterly, 
and David maurned hbeſort the Lard Why mourn aud 
weep? becauſe they knew! they were ſans, and had Hu- 
ned; and no-. 2 they watch and 
pray leſt they enter again ee e. e C3" 421 
8. Moreover, as:8: furtber 4 ration of thoſe ſup- 


| ſ 


poſed caſes, wherein it is:neaflily granted, that the 
ſaints, even the ſons and ſervants of the malt high God, 


according to their preſent condition in this world, be- 
ſet with various corruptions, and temptations innumer- 
able, for the trial aud exereiſe of their faith, ſontitude, 
and patience, may be grieyouſſy overtaken aud caught at 
times it ought to be obſerved, that as it is with all ſons 
and ſervants among men, ſituated in parallel cireum- 
ſtances, in the ordinary courſe of human life, to whom 
_ the ſaints are compared; as ſuch perſons, in ſuch caſes, 
I ſay, are not, add cannot, according 40 che nature of 
thiogs, be ſuppoſed conſoious of, and actually thinking 
vpon their reſpective characters and conditions in {ſuch 
cCircumſtanees, nor gan id be lard that they ave acting 
according to the ſame; ſo neither- are the ſous and 
ſervants. of God, when, under the influence of temp- 
tation, acting according to their bigit character and 
dappy relation; hut rather doing tie very reverſe: but 
who, without the maſt manifeſt abſundity, can ſay, 
that thoſe perſons, When thoroughly awake, and come 
again to themſclves, are uot thoroughly conſcjous, even 
abſoluteĩy aſſured and certain of their reſpective habi- 
tual cclations and citeumſtances; and that they do not 
again begin to a& according to chat conſciouſneſs and 
certainty of their ſtate,” as ſon as they are bappily re- 
covered from their fleep, or temporary delirium, as 
may call it? or that they can poſſibly ſo act, in any 
one inſtanee, ſave from the recoyened conſeiouſueſs. and 
certainty of their real ſtate and character? 80 neithet 
8 can one fay that the caſe is not preciſely the ſame with 
tte ſons and ſervants of God. For who that was not 
- aGually dreaming himſelf, or drunk, or mad, ever 
- _.* _ thought that a bu or ſervant, although occaGoually 
afleep, or in a fever, or phrenzy, might not, in ax 
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— tenor of lüs life, be awake ani! ſober, and be- 
have aceordingly: even as à man when aſleep neither Nh 
* really. fees, nor hears ; Jet when awake, both ſees, mrfl 


it is with the ſaints of God: and nat as our adverſaries 


moſt ridiculoully and blaſphemouſly alledge, that they 


can believe, and preach, and pray, and love, and fear, 
and bey Gol, according 40 his own revealed will, eve 


at the ſame inſtant of time while they ſuppaſe them 
vnconſcious, ignorant, unaſſured df his love to them, 
and of their ſtate of acceptance with him, as ſons aud 
ſervants, gedermed and juſtiſed through the) blood of 
the Lord Jeſus Obriſt. For, moſt undoubtedly, fear, 
love, and obedicnoe, even n their leaft poſſible degrees, 
| muſt ſuppoſe and imply their own eſſenitial originating 
| principle, even faith, the belief, the preſent Þelief of 


the truth 5 


af faith, pretended to be drawn, and urged with no 


ſmall ĩnſalence, from the many ex bortations to perſeve - 


rance, and fevere veprooſs for actual fin aud neglect of 


duty given to che ſaints, paſſim, through the whole teſ- 


timony of God, I anſwer, what ſon is be whom his 
farher doth not exhort, reprove, correct, and chaſten 


for his proßt? And is nat this conduct an acknow- 


ledged proof on the father's part, that the perſon whom 
he ſo uſeth is not a baſtard, but a ſen ?—And fo faich 


the Lord, As many as I love L rebuke and chaſten: 


be zealous, therefore, and repent. If we ſpeak of the 


ſaiuts and faithful at Coriutb, for inflance, to illuſtrate 


this point, be it remarked, that their very deſig nat ion, 


| ſaints and faithful, denotes their perſonal aſſurance of 


faith, as deſcriptive of their peculiar ſtate and charac- 
ter, knows and acknowledge by themſclves, as well as 


expreſly aſſerted by the Holy Ghoſt: in conſequence 
whereof, they are ſaid to call upon the name of the 


Lord 


beers, and reafons, and acts from a ꝓerſect conſciouſ- 
neſs of all his · ſen ſes, condition and circumſtances? 80 


preſent to the mind, even the perſonal aſſu- 
ragce and certa',:y of faith, and conſequently the per- 
ſons 9wn-particuiar intereſt as: ſous, heirs, and redeemed 
grateſul feryants, in God. as God, and their gn God 
and Father, whom they thus accordingly believe, fear, 


Tord Jeſus Chrilt as their Lord and God. Now this 
/ - _ _ they could not do except they believed him to be for 
For how can they call on him on whom they have not 
believed? Rom. x. 14. ' Moreover, they are declared, 
through the grace of God which is given them in Jeſus 


Chriſt, to be enriched: by him in all knowlege, and in 
5 all utterance: ſo that they come behind in no gift; 
| waiting for the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : who 
alſo confirms them unto- the end, that they may be 
blameleſs iu the day of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : for this 
reaſon,' becauſe God- is faithful,, by whom they were 
called into the fellowſtip-of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. They 
are the temples of the Holy Ghoſt; their bodies are 
the members of Chriſt; they are one ſpirit with the 
Lord; Chriſt is in them, and they are in Chriſt; they 
are not their own, but bought with his blood; and God 
is witneſs that they know it. In theſe, and all ſimilar 
. - reſpe&s, according to what they have already attained, 
through the rom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they are 
really ſpiritual, that is, taught, led, and influenced by 
the Spirit of grace and truth, given to them, dwelling, 
working, and manifeſting himſelf by his own peculiar 
divine operations within N but in all other reſpects 
wherein they are influenced, and led by their own na- 
tural paſſions and affeQtions as men, through the power 
and energy of Satan, practiſing upon their ſimplicity, 
as upon unwary children, they are reproved, as being 
not ſpiritual,” but as carnal, and walking as men, nay, 
_upbraided with, the name of babes, and not as perſons - 
of a full age and experience, having their ſenſes. exer- 
ciſed to godlinefs, eee, . 0 good and evil.— - 
In this view, thus they. are addreſſed and reproved by | 
the Holy Ghoſt, who hath undertaken their pn , 
reproof, correction, and inſtruction in 8 s; 
 _ that they, us ſons of God, may be perfected, and by 
him thoroughly furniſhed to every good word and work. 
e are yet carnal, (namely, in the reſpect there con- 
deſcended upon, and juſtly-condemnable in itſelf); for 
| whereas there is among you envying, and ftrife, and 
diviſions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For, while 
one faith, I am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, 
dre ye not Jn ? Who then is Paul, and who oo 


7 


SF. 1 n e 
os, but miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the 


— Ä P 
— —_— — * — —— - 


: om — 
+ ot DOTS Groen ow Se ent +: g 5 


* 


ord gave to every one? 1 Cor. iii. ＋ Ke. go 


' alſo with regard to their remaining pride, vain-glory _ 
and partiahty ey ogy inceſtuous perſon ; their 


unſeemly, unſeaſonable law-ſuits before heathen magi- 
ſtrates; ; their differences about their meats and their 
drinks ; their eating of things ſacrificed to idols; the 
uncomely behaviour of fome of their moſt forward wo- 


men in their aſſemblies; their neglect and abuſe f 
the Lord's ſupper ; their errors concerning the uſe 
and practice of ſpiritual gifts; their apparent coun- 


tenancing for a ſeaſon, or rather, not being ſufficient- 


ly aware of, the blaſphemous doctrines of ſome, re- 
ſpecting the reſurrection of the dead; and ſeveral other 
ſuch culpable things; yet in all ſuch things, they flood 
corrected, reproved, and inſtructed by the word and 
power of God; inſomuch that the apoſtle, who was 
the miniſter of God to them in all this ſervice of love, 
expreſſes himſelf in this manner, with regard to one 
point, which was no doubt equally applicable to all. 


points wherein they had erred for a ſeaſon, and from 
which falfe ſteps in their conduct they had alſo been mer- 
cifully and ſeaſonably reſtored-— Behold this ſelf-ſame 


| thing that ye ſorrowed after a godly fort, what careful- 
neſs it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourſelves, 
yea, what indignation” (namely, againſt the evil thing) 


yea, what fear, yea, what vehement deſire, yea, what 


zeal, yea, what revenge In all things ye have approv- | 
ed yourſelves to be clear in this matter, 2 Cor. vii. 11. 


90, If we come to the churches of Galatia, who, by 


means of certain judaizing teachers, deceitfu] workers 
and minifters of Satan, who had unawares crept in 
among them, had been, in like manner, hurt and ſhaken _ 
in their minds with reſpect to the cardinal point of the 
Chriſtian doctrine, the hinging article of juſtification, 
vhich the apoſtles had taught them, which they alſo had 


believed, to be not by human works of obedience, 


either to the moral or ceremonial law, but only by the 


righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, declared to 


them, believed by them, and imputed to them, altoge- 


ther without their own works, and III) of 
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aud joint · heirs with Chriſt ; whereof the Holy Ghoſt, i 
as has been already noticed, was witneſs to their 
- dpirits: and they were -accordingly reclaimed from 

tbe unſuſpected error of their deceiving leaders, and 


dlone, as well as their apoſtle, walking by the ſame 
6 2 rule, aut minding” the ſame things ugs ; x res. Ne mercy 
And peace were upon them, as upon the ä 


it: here carefully notieed, that theſe things i 
eſtabliſuing of the chureties, happened for our dmoni- 
tion only, and not for aur imitation; for if any man 


— of the; ;goſpsl,.but an Infidel, whofe damnation i is 


fathers are, however -otherwiſe they may be inferior 


in the Chriſtian life and warfare: For it is not in 
_ "the ſpiritual generation, as in the natural 


AJuant ſheuld know its 


Ai ſo abſolutely eſſenti 
itſelf, that it cannot 


| communicated to chem hy the Hoy Ohoſt, that Jeſus- 


| Coe} - Za 
good works or a : are E 
deed declared to have been bewitched, re 35 
giving ear for-a moment-to ſuch - wolves . in ſheeps cloth- 

Ang; but ate declared at the fame time to bo all the 
ons of God by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, heirs of God, 


brought to. glory in · the eroſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


God—— However, to guard againſt-bad inſerenees, be 


in the firſt. 


fin becauſe the grace of God abounds, he is no be- 


91. If . now conſider the Mile children: ſpoken of 
12 John, it is evident, from veadin 1 | 
ge, that they are" atteſted by the Holy 
as has been akesdy remarked, 10 be equally N 
their intereſt in God their Father and juſtiſier, whom 
they know and love, as the young men and the 


in reſpect of age, Knowledge, aul exereiſe 


tion: Far in the latter, be · knowledge of her, ; 
is ſo-far from being eſſeutial, that, in the nature of 
things, it is abſolutely impoſſible that a new- born in- 
rent: but in-the. ſpiritual ge- 
of God's being -one's Father, 
in the very nature of the thing 
be without the — 7 
thereof in the perſon ſo ſbegutten of the will of 

the word: of truth: for it is by this very knowledge, 
even: this divine and conſeqvently, infallible evidener 


neration, the knowled 


1 
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i the Son of God, and that they are the ſons of God 


7 the faith of IT they are 8 | 


4 "4" "35 1 
| dere Gal, e n 


Cod in- Jeſas- the only begotten, the eternal Son of 
604— Te Jeſus Chriſt; who is God over all, and bleſſed 
for euer, amen, be. eternal praiſe ber by all the on. 
of God! - 
If: we — argument with conſidering, f 
.n the Gghe of God, and in the light of tris Sn in 


K 


falible-wordy - ee ey to the ſeven churches, as re- 
corded in e 


af the Revelation; we will find 


er IO ef e . 
and that in —. 


ſpeft whereia they had fallen and 
doubtedly- bis own ſheep heard his voice, and De hs. 
_ not · a ſt and were according y by him 

r ee one of — 
2 able. to pluck them out of the Fathers 


n 


merey upon them led them. 
95. Laftly, upon this head of 


4 


by Peter and Jode, who are deſeribed by the Hol 
Choſtz as perſons who ſpeak evil of thoſe things — : 
they koow-net, but who, as. brute beaſts, made de be 
2 deſtroyed, abuſe themſelyes in thoſe things 
which: they know naturally ;'to- whom is woz— he 
— in the way of Cain, aud ran 3 


ginſaying of Cure; who are ſpots in your feaſts f 
acts, ings they feaſt with you,” feeding them- 


cmied. abont of winds g trees whoſe fruit whithereth, 
without fruit, 'twiee' dead plocked up by che roots; 
raging 1 waves-of the ſea, foming 


clouds that are carried about with a-t to whom 


ſpeak! ſwellin 
through the lo of 


words of vanity, they allure, 
e fieſhy through much wantonnefa, 


- and un- 


band: the Father and T | 


if we take a-melaneboly proſpect of [mentioned : 


the error? of — fer reward, and-periſhed in the 
ſelves without fear e clouds they are - withoot- water, 


out the own ſhame: 
ſtars; to hom is reſerved the · blackneſs of 
dukne(s. for -<vcr.—Theſe are wells without water, 


the miflrof dark neſs is reſerved for ever. For when they 


thoſe that were (ſeemed) clean (or tor a te or 2” 


* 
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whom a man is overeome, of the ſame be is brought inte 
| bondage. For if after they have elcaped the pol 
of the world through'the knowledge: of the L 


themſelves, according -to their ow-n fooliſh and'carnal 
_ Notions have conceived of it), they are again entangled 
therein and overcome, the latter end is worſe with 


| whatever was, or may 
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utiong 
| he Lord and 
Szriour Jeſus. Chriſt, {preached to them in the goſpel, 


Which they have not really underſtood and believed, as 


ey 


them than W For it had been better fot 
them not to have known (in the way of preaching and 


outward manifeſtation) the way of righteouſneſs (which 
they have not underſtood), than after they have known 
it (as declared unto them by the Holy Ghoſt), to turn 
from the holy commandment” (the goſpel} dFlivered un- 
to them. But it is happened unte them according to 
' the true proverb. The dog is turned unto his own vo- 


mit again, and the ſow t at Was waſhed, to her wal- - 


lowing in the mire. Here remark, that theſe perſons 
above deſcribed, and all ſuch as they, are no more re. 
- Preſented as believers of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, than 


thoſe mentioned, and declared reprobate. concerning the 


faith by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, in the vi, viii, 
and xv. chapters of John 3 whoſe condemnation it was, 
that the light came into the world, and ſhined among 


them, even Jeſus Chriſt, the light and the life. of men, 


and the darkneſs comprehended not that light; for 
theſe, unhappy men among whom that light ſhined, 
loved darkneſs rather than that light; becauſe, their 


deeds were evil: for they were of their father the 
Devil, whole luſts they did And Jobn is witneſs, that 

| e coming, the profeſſion 
and, outward appearance of ſuch kind of perſons, they 
never were in times paſt, nor can, for the ſame reaſon, 


in times 0 come, be of God, and of the truth of God, 
hile they continue in. the ſtate and character above 
deſeribed. For he ſays expreſly, Little children, it is 
the laſt time: and as ye have heard that antichriſt ſhall 
come, even now are there many antichriſts; whereby 
we know that it is the laſt time. They went out from 

us, but they were not of us: for if they had been of us, 
no doubt they would have continued with us; but they 


went 


* * 


LS. a 1 37 J 8 | 8 

| went out that they might. be made manſfeſt that they 
were not all of us, (not All of us in reality, but in ap- 

pearance only). 1 John, ii. 18, Ke. | 


 * 94+ Thus, in a dostrinal eftablichment of the aſſu- 
ranch faith, with its. defences and vindications from 


the clamours, calumnies, cavillings, and frivolous pre- 
tende Mecktions of its innumerable oppoſers, we have 
gone through the. general tenor of the whole ſcriptures, 
and have fund it certain, as the ſcriptures themſelves, 
that this aſſurance of faith, even the perfect certainty 


of one's own. perſonal, juſtification and eternal ſalvation, 


| bony gm to him of -God, through-the Lord Jeſus 
\ Chriſt, by the communication · and miniſtry of the Holy 


| Ghoſt, ie, in the very nature of :the thing itſelf, abſo- 
lutely eſſential, as the living ſoul 3 man, to 


the very exiſtence of a Chriſtian; and, conſequently, 


- abſolutely eſſential alſo, as life in a.man to breathing, 


motion and action, to the, perſormance of every Chri- 
ſtian duty hatſoever Even as all the real rational 
obedience of ſors and ſervants to parents and maſters, 


"ws alone from the conſciouſneſs,.and the rangers. 


" influence of that. conſciouſneſs, of the reſpective mutual 


relations, with their connections and circumſtances, ſub- 
ſiſting between both parties Even as the apoſtle, 


addrefling - the beloved of God ho are called to be 
ſaints, (and, ſurely, the apoſtle has not miſtaken his 
| 2 reaſons with them in this divine manner, 


uring them to love and obedience by the alone con- 
ſideration of God's love manifeſted to and beſtowed up- | 
us 


on them by the Holy Ghoſt, through the Lord ] 
Chriſt, ſaying, and triumphing with them in what he 


ſays I beſeech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, now. manifeſted to you in eee cal- 
hriſt, 


lin Juſtify ing, ſanctifying, gloriiying you in 

bas ing all 9 7 work togeth 

ing you to'death, ar 
everlaſting reft in the heavenly city which he hath pro- 


vided for you, and upon which account he declares he 


zs not aſhamed: to be called your God,—by all theſe 


mercies, | I beſeech you, brethren, preſent your bo- 


dies—your whole perſons—all your powers, faculticy, 


members—ſoul, body, ſpirit—as- living ſacrifices—of 


| praiſe, 


"op 


er for your good, guid. 
, and afterwards receiving you into his 


e 
praiſe, love, obedience and joy thank - offerings hol 
2 acceptable before God: Which 48 your ans 
E ˙²˙²˙·ũ ns, Oo EL IP ol 
95. Thus the mereieß of God beſtowed upon his 
ſaints, and believed by them to be their on, compre. 
hend all the motives and arguments to real genuine 
evangelical 'Chriftian obedience 5 and if you take the 
aſſurante of ' theſe mereies and motives away, you take 
away at the ſume time the reaſon, nay, the very poſſi- 
biliry of all Chriſtian ſervice; and you turn the whole 
word of God, ſpeaking of theſe matters, itito down- 
right unintelligible jargon, and impenetrable nonſenſe! 
96. It is this divine marriage, conſiſting in union, 
or oneneſs of ſpirit, between Chriſt” and believers of 
the , declared and manifeſted in their conſciences 
by the Holy Ghoſt, that ſanctiſies theſe ſaints of God, 
with their ſervices, and makes them holineſs to the 
Lord, and fruitful in every good word and work: for 
from him their fruit is found; and he worketh in them 
both to will and to do of his on good pleaſure: ſo that 
to themſelves they nothing owe; and when they ſerve 
him, it is only with his own. He alone has made the 
happy difference; and by his grace they know they are 
What they are. Has he made them to be his ſervants, 
© redeemed them by his own blood, and. reconciled and 
joined them to himfelf in an everlaſting covenaut? And 


has he given them talents to be occupied to his praiſe ? 


he gives them to be faithful too, faithful to the death, 
and then receives them into his joy.— If their fruit is 
good, it grows upon the ingrafted word. He rt makes 
the tree good, and the fruit good alſo. Trees of righ- 
*teouſneſs ſhall they be called; planted by the grace of 

God in the courts of his on houſe; watered day by 
day, and night by night, with the rain and dew of 


 - | heavenly love,” ordained to bring forth much fruit to 


the glory of their heavenly Father; and in old age, 
when others fade, they ſhall be fair and flouriſhing; to 
ſhew that upright is the Lord: he is a rock to me; 
and he from al} unrighteouſneſs is altogether tree. 
© 97: Finally, this aſſurance of faith is not founded in 
| one's-pretended or. even real piety, zeal, devotion, almſ- 
giving, prayers, or practice; no, not in ſelf- denied 
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Sbeillence, hours of love, patience, nor perſeverance 
in theſe ; but it is itlelf in Chriſtians, the very founda- 
tion, and immediate principle of all theſe Far leſs is it 
founded in à ſtrong heated preſumptuous imagination; 
nor in any blind enthuſiaſtic impreſſion upon the mind; 
nor in voices from heaven, dreams, viſions, or new re- 
velations; nor in building and ſupporting chapels; nor 
in compaſſing ſea and land to make proſyletes, and 
erect new ſocieties; nor in being externally joined to, 


or ſeparated from any ſociety of men; nor in confeſ- 


ſious, methods, and pretended: abſolutions of fellow - 
creatures,” blaſphemouſly calling themſelves prieſts au- 
thoriſed of God—to gull men with ſuch diabolieal mum 
weries j nor in the accurſed- jargon of pretended ap- 
propriating aQs of fooliſſ ſelf · deceived mortals 3 nor 
in covenauts; oaths, and engagements, national, con- 


pregationa}, or perſonal; nor in dipping, or ſpringling: 


tor in Moravian luſt, which they, with impudent wiek- 
edueſa, entitle divine love; nor in blaſphemous preten- 
perfection in men; nor in the euchanting fervour 
of ſpirit in hymn- ſinging, or the deluſive bewitching 


nature of inſtrumental muſic, ridiculouſly as blaſphe- 


mouſly, now uſed: in church. and / chapel worſhip ; nor 


in-feigned quakeriſn inſpirations, and gibberiſh of chat. 


tertng folly; nor, ſurely, in the damnable Arminian 
ing that Chriſt, died for all men, and that men 
are ſaved through)the influence; and operation of their 
own free will, and other pretended moral powers and 
principles, naturally remaining and reſiding in man; 
nor yet, moſt aſſuredly, in that ſatanical invention, 
that devils and all lapſed creatures ſhall at length be fi- 
nally reſtored, and eternally ſaved. No verily: in 
none of all theſe, nor in any thing like theſe, is the 
Chriſtian's aſſurance of faith founded; but in the alone, 
immediate, direct evidence of God's teſtimony, com- 
mended and manifeſted as God's own infallible truth, 
communicated by the Holy Ghoſt to the Chriſtian's 
own underſtanding and eonſcience: fo that he hath the 
witneſs and undeniable evidence thereof in himſelf 


_ perſonally, aud not in another An evidence, not. 
drawn from conſequences, nor heads of reaſoning, from 
ather things, within him 7 around him; but immedi- 


atſely 


. 


42 3b... | 
| ately and dire&ly, as ſaid before, derived; communica. 
ted, received from: God bhimſelf, the fole Eotd and In- 
ſtructor of his conſcience 3} who is truth, and ſpeaketh 
truth, and teacheth the knowledge and und nding 
thereof by his word ſnhewing this mercy to whom he 
will. —An evidence, in one word, like that of all other 
matters: of fact founded in the pure teſtimony ol. divine 
revelation, ſave by which revelation there can be no 
knowledge whatſoever: in man concerning them. — Such 
is the evidebee which we have of the creation. of the 
| heavens and of the earth, with all their hoſts; for it is 
dy fanh we underſtand that the worlds were framed by 
the word. of God; and that the things · which are ſeen 
were not made of the things which de appear, Heb. xi. 
3.— Such is the evidence of. Adam's falh, and of our 
conneſtion with chim therein —of the giving of the Sinai 
law, the ſame law for ſum and ſubſtance, both moral 
and ceremonial, which was publiſhed and kept on record 
__from:Adam'to-Moſes—and of the impoffibility of our 
deing juſtißed by the deeds: thereof—and of the. cer- 
tainty of our juſt and legal condemnation thereby. 
Such alſo is the evidence of there being a heaven, a 
dell, a reſurrection of the juſt and unjuſt, and of an 
eternal judgment — with that of all other things of the 
kind, the evidence whereof is God's on ſingle word— 
and ought not that to be enough to ſatisfy thoſe who 
ſhall be judged by the words which God hath ſpoken? 
Now ſay what ye can ſay, or dare ſay, ye fearful and 
unbeliering doubters, and deniers of God's grace and 
truth; is-the evidence of the promiſes the prophecies 
Et̃tthe figne— types — figures of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt— 
of his coming in the fleſh—of his life preaching 
1 atselen- dates, dent bare en from 
che dead on the third day, according to the ſeriptures— 
of his aſcenſion into heaven —of his ſending the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the àpoſtles— and of their preaching the 
goſpel to every ereature under heaven leſs ſure, leſs 
certain than any other thing which-the ſame God hath 
recorded in the holy:ſcriptures-?—And are not theſe de- 
clared to be the glad tidings, that God: hath fulfilled 
his promiſe in that he hath rdiſed- JeTus again from the 
dead and that: through him is-preached. to you. the. 
5 25 JJ 2 forgiveneſs 
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Frpiveneſs of ſins—and that by him all that believe 
heſe tidings to be true) are juſtified from all things, 
from which ye could not be juſtified by the law of Mo- 

fes . Has not the Father ſaid, By his knowledge ſhall 
my righteous ſervant juſtify many; for he ſhall bear 
their iniquities Has dot the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, That 
the riphteopſneſs of God 15 by the fark of Jefus Chriſt 1 
to alf, and upon all them that believe: And that = 
Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every : 
one that believeth?—And if thou ſhalt confeſs: with thy: | E. 
mouth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and ſtralt believe in thine 0 
heart that God hath 'raiſed/him- from the dead, thou wr 
ſhalt be ſaved-?—Now;z is it not evident from hence, as 
indeed from the whole ſacred records, that God hath 
joined together theſe two, viz. juſtification, yhieh is 
God's o.] n ach and the belief of the truth in a man's L 
heart-concerning'Jefus Chriſt; which belief is alſo God's . 
own act, gift and work in man — And what God hath | 
joined together is it fot man to put aſunder? See Ha. 
ki, Rom. iti. iv. and &. Acts wii. Gal. ii. and iii.— 
80 thoſe who believe the ſcripture teſtimony concerniug 
Jeſus Chriſt are juſtified and faved; and thoſe who believe 1 
not ſhall be damned. Let God be true, and every man a . 


* 


liar. | bo he's . 

98. Now I come to a coneluſion of this long:epiſtle,-. 

| intended to wipe off that almoſt univerſal, baſe and hlaſ- 
phemous aſperſion of Antinomianiſm, thrown by Satan 
and Nis hypocritical emiſſaries, upon this pure and ho- 
ly doctrine, the aſſurance of faith, as ſtated and vindi- 
cated in the hol) ſcriptures, for which we have been 


a ; 


. | here contending, but not apologizing; becaufe it needs 

. no apology; nor covering; but like light and truth, as 

FR it is, ftands boldly forth unaſhamed, and unabathed be- 

fore God and before / man, in the naked majeſty of its 1 
ly own genuine, glorious, divine appearance, to the utter | 
he and eternal blinding aud confound” v, of all its ſtander- | 
fs ers, and vile invidious foes - whoſe cenſures I glory to „ 
th ſoorn, whoſe malice I am bold in my God to def. 
e- WH 99. Such; be it known to thoſe who pleaſe to know, 
ed is the doctrine which I believe and preach, and con- 

he tend for, as all my ſalvation, and all my deſire, and ſhall | 

be Je, by the good hand of my God upon me, unto my 

ſs . ee ; lateſt 


>.” "kk qt, when, «or fb thro h 565 con 

1 reſerving mercy, render up my joyful ſpirit in- 
2 * beth. 1 1s gry. i faithful. 9 who is able N 
| 0 that "nk which 1 have "Sgt Tr to him 

rant e of the Lord Jefus Chriſt. I 

4; N 36 A afcribiag to the eternal Father, the 8 
* Son, and the eternal Spirit, theſe. eternally diſtinct 
perſone, who are one, eternal, tving and true Goch my 
| perfor the God of my ſalvation, 1 am L and all 
my ways, the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for. evermore——with thanks and praiſe to bis ho- 
Ixy name, Who has. been OO to eount me, Who am 
1 worthy..for his own glory, to be caſt out of 
the ſyuagogue, expelled the . and to have 
my name reproached, and all manner of evil ſpoken 
againſt me falſely for the ſake of hid own goſpel; I re- 
£ main, in the full. aſſuranoe of faith, hope, 215 joy, be- 
ore che e Waiting * Peering Wk hu, 6 ſecond 
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| =— Runanns OE FIN Texrs-of Senrefons : Con- 
|. = E a further vindication of the aſſurance of faith, 


the corrupt gloſſes of Papiſts, Arminians, 
odiſts, Preſbyterians, Glaſſi es, and others. Fs 

T DHE Papiſts, lowed by their younger, WAY 
equally degenerate brethren in iniquity, the 
| Arminiays in every eee of profeſſion, ix, 
5 ainſt juſtification by the imputed nghteouſneſs of 
Chi alone without the works of the jultified: perſon ; 

| | = fo alſo againſt, the aſſurance of juſtification, from theſe 
\ | and fimilar paſſage , lie that doth righteouſneſs, is 
. « h # he 75 h F. 
þ „ * righteous, even“ as be. is righteous,” J John iii. 7. 
_ and, « Ye ſee then how that % works a man is juſti- 
| 6, fed, and not by faith duly.“ James ii. 24.—Al- 
. edging Derne, that a man's own works enter, as eſſen- 
tjal ingredients, into the e of that righteouſ- 
9 1e * is 9 c 3 re 


wa” 


the ſame manner, into the evigence or ground: of his | 


5 ' -, Remarks. In theſe, and all ſuch texts, the reaſoni 1 
N proceeds from the external viſible effects to the intern - 
: | 7 viſible-exuſe, that is, from the outward actions to the 
, ' inward principles : and theſe apparent effects, in con- 
- junction with a good confeſſion of the ſaving truth, af- 
- ' ford the only pollible ground that one man can have to 
| judge by of the faith and juſtification of another man 
1 fight of God. For many there be that in words 1 
3 profeſs. tax they know-God, yet in works deny hims | 
1 ſaying,: Lord, Lord, and yet in no reſpect doing the _ | 
f things: which he commandeth. Therefore the apoſtle 1 
8 introduceth the words of the firſt cited text, which is 4 
n addreſſed to the fully aſſured ſons of God, in this man- 1 
bs ner, ſaying, for their direction in judging of the pre- 7 
= tenſions of other men to the ſame faith and hope of the _ _- 
d goſpel, Little children, let no man deceive you: he that Cj 
: «. doth righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he (Chriſt) is 4 
<« righteous” —even as in the nature of things, the tree ; 
E which bringeth forth good fruit, muſt of neceſſity in it- - 
4 ſelf be firſt a good tree before it poſſibly can produce Jz 
its own natural effect, namely, that ſame good fruit; s 
ooh and the fountain which ſendeth forth good water, muſt, 0 
* antecedently to, and independently of its own ſtreams, 65 
„ in its own very nature, be a genuine good fountain 2 
65 for who ever gathered grapes of thorns, or figs of 
* thiſtles ? Or what bitter fountain ever ſent forth ſweet 
waters? What tree was ever engrafted and made good 
id by means af its awrt good fruits? Or what cauſe: was 
he ever made to exiſt by means of its own. effe& ?—'Dhus, 
es as growing fruits and flowing ſtreams are not the 
of caules, but the effects and evidences of the reſpectise 
; nature and condition of trees and fountains; ſo good 
fe works. are only the effects and apparent evidences, but 
is not the cauſes and conſtituent grounds of the faith and 
7. righteouſneſs. of the ſaints of God. And to this very 
li- purpoſe the apoſtle James, in the eontext of the fore- 
II- eited paſſage of his epiſtle, not treating of that righ- 
n- teouſneſs whereby a man is juſtified, or conſtitutec 
ul- righteous in the fohe of God, ſays, in. expreſs terms, 
ter Iwill ſhew thee my faith by my works.” Meaning 
nb] * N © 2.40% 8 8 1 


_ evidently, that he would, as far-as his fellow-men' cogl'y* 
be entitled, or enabled to judge, demonſtrate the rea- 
tity of his faith; not by a'mere profeſſion in words only, 

Hut alſo by a ſubſtantial undeniable evidence thereof in 
works: which he eſtabliſhes alſe as the praQtice of all 
faints by the notable examples there condeſcended up- 
. on; of Abraham and Rahab, whoſe faith was acknow- 
ledged by the Lord God himſelf, who had beſtowed 
that precious gift of- his grace upon them, before thoſe 
recommended works of theirs were, or could be, brought 
forth to the manifeſtation, praiſe and glory of that ſame 
divine communicated grace, from whenee alone they 
rung. Moreover, ſuch” works could have been no 
ſcovery. of faith in the workers of them, -unleſs the 
faith to be diſcovered bad been real and previous to the 
diſcovery ; for goed werks, like true witneſſes, do not 
conſtitute, or cauſe to exiſt, the facts which they bear 
teſtimony unto, but are only the means of atteſting and 
eſtabliſhing theſe facts as true before men, which were 
true and real in themſelves in the ſight of God previous to 
any ſuch atteſtation and eſtabliſhment before the world. 
E Thos, the payment of a debt is one thing, and the- 
legal diſcharge which evidences that payment, is ano- 
ther ;—to be lawfully married, and to prove one's mar- 
riage, are quite diſtinct affairs to be: innocent of 
a crime whereof one is unjuſtly accuſed, and to be le - 
gally exculpated by proper witneſſes of that crime, are - 
altogether, in their own nature, ſeparate points; yet 
nothing is more common, and well underſtood in the 
language of men, (the ſame which the Holy Ghoſt uſes 
in all · the ſeriptures), than to ſay, that the debtor who 
produces his creditor's diſcharge; hath cleared or abſolv- 
ae himſelf of the debt in e ig that the woman who 
brings a legal proof of her marriage, hath juſtified her 
pretęnſions to her huſband, and made her claimed rela- 
tion good; and that the man whoſe innocence is pro- 
perly atteſted by ſufficient evidenee, is by that ſaid evi- 
dlcenee alſo legally juſtißed.—In this declarative manner, 
men are {aid to be juſtified or condemned, in the day | 
of judgment, by their works, —And in this fenſe, and in 
mis alone, it is no leſs evident, that Abraham was ſaid 
1 ti be juſtiſed by his works when he * W 
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* Haae—For in the fight of God Abraham was juſtifiet 
af at leaſt full forty years before that event happened, 

5 and more then ten of theſe years before Iſaac was born. Y 
* In this ſenſe alſo, God himſelf is ſaid to be juſti- 

1 fied (that is, declared Juſt) in his ſayings, and clear 

8 when he is judged, (that is, when he is known, and his 
* ways een dened and underitood)—Thus Jeſus Chriſt, 

1 the Mediator and Surety, was juſtified (declaratively) in 

8 the Spirit And wiſdom is juſtified of her children, af- 
v | ter the ſame” mannet.--So works juſtify before neh r 

80 make good the pretenſions of a to that faith 
A which he profeſſes, and claims as his proper poſſeſſion 
25 | andenjoyment before God. Thus faith is made perfect 

nf dy works; as Chriſt was made perfect, (namely, in his 

4 | obedience) by ſuffering : as he faid, I work miracles 
wt to-day and to-morrow, and the third day I am perfe&t- 
of ed; and upon the croſs, It is kniſhed, or perfected, 
1 82 his abedience to the death. © 

x 2. Methadiſts, with one voice, to ſhew their wiſdom, 
* and diſcernment in the things of God, produce theſe fol- 
oh lowing with a multitude of parallel places, for the eſta- 

af bliſhment of doubts and fears in the hearts of God's 


beloved ones, | concerning their intereſt in his ſaving 
love. Fear not, Abram.” Gen. xxi. 1. Comfort 

« ye, comfort ye my people, faith your God. Speak 
ye comfortably to Jeruſalem.” Ia. xl. 1.—* Fear not, 

« htl@Yock.”” Lake xi. 1. 7 

' Remark. Let any perſon read "theſe, and ſuch like 

. ſentences, to the end, and he cannot help ſeeing how 
deceitfulty thofe kind of people handle the word of 
60d. In the firſt text, the father of the faithful, 
the friend of God, being aſtoniſhed in a viſion at the 
glory of the Lord appearing unto him, is ſaluted and 
revived with theſe tender words, „Fear not, Abram: 
«I am thy ſhield, and thy exceeding great re- 
% ward.” —In the ſecond- text, the preaching of the 

+ goſpel is uſhered in with the ene + already cited, 
and followed by theſe, —* And cry unto her (Jeruſa- 
lem) that her warfare (or appointed time), is ac» 
* compliſhed, and that ker iniquity is pardoned : for. 
+ ſhe bath received of the Lord's hand double for all“ 
© her ſins.” In the third text, the Lord having 
warned his: diſciples of the tribulation they were to _ 


with in this. world for his name's ſake, comſorts them 
with the aſſurauce that they. ſhould enjoy the eternal 
kingdom along with himſelf, according to che good 


pleaſure of their heavenly Father. 5 | | 
8e The Weſtminſter, Confeſſion affirms, That one who 
doubteth of his intereſt in Chriſt may have true in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, though be be not aſſured thereof, Oc. 
from Iſa, I. 10. Who is among you,” Ge. wal 
_* Remark. This paſſage is fo far from being an evi. 
dence, as the Weſtmitzſter divines; alledge, That one 
may have true intereſt in Chriſt, though he be not aſſu- 
| red thereof, that it is a deciſive evidence. of the very 
nneverſe of what they affirm ; for how gan one fear and 
obey the Lord without knowing the Lord as his own 
God and Father? The whole tenor of inſpired writ | 
declares the [ſuppoſition impoſſible in the nature of 
things; .. The darkneſs, therefore, and want of light 
here ſpoken of, as this and the whole following chap · 
ter clearly ſnew, muſt, of neceſſity, be only that out- 
ward kind of temporal darkneſs, and want of light 
concerning the times, ſeaſons, and other providential 
diſpenſations, which the Father hath reſerved. in his 
dcn power; which all: ſaints, in all * have ever 
been, and ſhall be ſubjected unto, till the heavens and 
_ the. earth be no more, even during their whole pilgri- 
5 ge, through this world; while, at the ſame time, 
they conſtantly walk in the brightneſs. of the glory of 
the Lord, which hath ariſen upon them as their eternal 
light and life. — Thus Abraham fully knew the Lord, 
whom he believed to be his fun and ſhield; yet went 
forth at the commandment of the Lord, not knowing 
whither he went. — Thus Paul, knowing whom he bad 
believed, went bound in the Spirit untd Jeruſalem, not 
knowing what was to befal him there, Thus all ſaints 
are the, children of the light, and of tbe day; and can 
1 confidently ſay, upon inconteſtable evidence, before 
I'S / God and before man, We are not of the night, nor 
| af 'darkneſs; for God hath not appointed us to wrath, 
but to gbtain eternal ſalvation through the Lord 
leſus Chriſt,” 1 Theſſ. v. Accordingly they! are all 
Aaqleſſed in this manner by the Holy Ghoſt,| who has 
., enlightened them; Remember, that ye were ſome- 
time darkneſs, but now Je are light in the Lo . 
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walk 1 as "children of the light,” Eph. 1 «Yer none | 
of them knew the day, nor the hour of their Lord's 
coming, nor what ſhould be on the morrow, nor even 
what an hour ſhould ring forth. But they all endure 
like Moſes, as ſceing who is inviſible, and having + 
an eye to the recompenſe of reward, poſſeſſing their 
ſouls in patience, as knowing that their redemption 
draweth nigh, and ſainfs, * Amen! even * Sons 
Lord Jeſus. 

The ſecond. text, * * 1 ae in ſup 1 
port of their doubts and fears, reads thus,” **. Theſe 
« things have I written/ unto you that believe on the 
«name of the Son of God, that ye may know that ye 
« * 8 life.” 1 John v. 13. 

Read the eontext. How ſhould the. believers 
1 hy ter have known that they had eternal life, if 
: 5 1 had not told them ? —The third evidence you 
are to read 1 in Pſalms lxxxviii throughous and Ixxvii. 
1—12. as interpreted and applied by them. 
 » Remark. Theſe pſalms are not expreſſive of the pri- 
vate frames and experiences of the penmen ; but pro · = 
pbetical and deſcriptive (like the xvi. xxii. xl. and- Rix. 
Sc.) of the / perſon, character, miſſion, offices, ſuffer- 9 
_ ings, following glory and kingdom of the Lord jeſus w 
Chriſt. Witneſs the Lord himſelf, Toke XXIV. 44 and 
his apoſtle, 1 Pet. i. 1, 10, 41, 12. * Gs 
Ide laſt ſpecimen of almoſt add. on 
of, ſeripture, which I ſhall beg leave at preſent to re- 
mark a little upon;-in thoſe eminent ſtandards and con- 
feſſions of faith, is their e uſe and improvement 
of Iſaiah liv, 7—t 1. where the Lord ſays, © For a 
„ {mall moment have 1 forſaken thee, n with 1 8 80 
“ mercies will I gather thee, Go. 

Remark. If theſe words, in their due is, con- 
tain a-ſtaoding . evidence againſt the perſanal aſſurance 
of faith in the ſaints of God, then they contain alfo a 
ſlanding evidence, that the Lord and his apoſtles knew 

nothing of what they affirmed !—PFor this whole chap- 
ter, parallel to the lx. and 1x. of the Tame prophet, is 

| explained 
WD. For 10 1 * illo gration of an argument at 
large, fee. “ The Pſalms paraphraſed according to the New Teſta- 


© ment interpretation.” To be had, with the other publications , / 


_ of the ſame EE, 4e che * meutioned in the title · page of 
this 1 8 I Dy | | | 
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that all believers of the 2 taught of * and 
e oſtle | tothe ſame pur 

Ps. Gal. iv. 27. TOM 5 — are 8 into OY 

marvellous li ſous of God, 

brabam, = 155 and es believers of the 


5 i ht ſhineth, like the meridian ſun, wi 
$ neſs of a 


* Came 80 
By 17 


from the! of the 28 enjoyed 
EN with this Beginning of 1 


y is broke, and the ſhadows fled away, 


and the true 


the dark - 
emonial cloud, or int ion of any 


or ſhame l Wh 4. Proteſtants "4 


'- Moſaic vail.— 


they not leave thoſe ſons of perdition againſt 8. 
they proteſt, to play ſatannical tricks with a Thou art 
Heier — And upon thir rock—and This it my" body, &c. 
But let God be true, and every man, Papiſt or Prote- 
ts that uleth the word 'of © God deceitfully, a liar ! 
Laſt of all, the Glaſſites, with other flips of the 


| "ant bitter root, -ſet aſide the direct teſtimony of God 


as the ground of their aſſurance, and in — thereof 


the real meani or to act cout 


5 found it upon their pretended brotherly love, as the Pa- 


piſts and Arminians alſo do, from theſe words,. We 
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ference; that now the 


that ignorance is the Wag of devotion ? Why do 
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